Avki koTn EBponu

Ha TepuTopii €EBponn B AOICTOPUYHI Yacu NPOXMBaNO 3HA4YHO
6inbwe BUAIB AMKUX KOTIiB, HiXX Tenep. MNMpOnOHY KOPOTKUW
ornap kotiB (Felidae), aki »xxunu B €Bponi y nepioa Big camoro
3apoaKeHHs poauHu B oniroueHi (= 30 MAH p. TOMY) K A0
Ni3HbOro nnencroueHy (= 12.6 Tuc. p. Tomy). Ha npotmsary
A0 Cy4YacCHUX TPbOX, BUKOMHUX EBPOMNENCBKUX BUAIB ONMUCAHO
LWoHarMeHwe 38.

Proailurus (3 TpbOMa
BUAAMMU: Proailurus
bourbonnensis, Proailurus

lemanensis, Proailurus major)
MewkaB = 28 Ma' (ni3Hin
oniroueH — paHHin MioueH) y
€sponi. BeaxaeTbca nepunm
CMpaBXHiM KOTOM, skun 6yB
npeaKoM YyCiX Mi3HIWKWX KOTIB.
Mpoainypyc 6yB HEBENWKOK TBApPWHOK Baroww nNpubAN3HO
9 kr. MaB AOBIMi XBIiCT, BENUKI O4i, FOCTpi KirTi 1 3ybu, AKi 3a
nponopuisMm HaragyBanuM cydyacHux BiBepoBux. XMB Ha
AepeBax.

Pseudaelurus »xwB y €sponi
m  TypeyuynmHi B  MiouUeHi
16-7 Ma. TBapuHa Mana
CTPYHKi nponopuii, nanu éynu
KOpPOTKi; rHyuyke Tino
aonomarano nasuTm no
aepesax. Pig Pseudaelurus
Hapasi BKJYAE JUwWwe Tpu
BUAU, iaeHTUdiKoBaHi B
€sponi Ta Asii, 3o0kpeMa 3 €sponu BigoMmni Bua tTPseudaelurus
quadridentatus.

Leptofelis vallesiensis — MOHOTWUMNHWMA BWA, WO MeLKaB Y
nepiog mioueHy (9.5 Ma) y BiakpuTux nicax. Baxwus Bia 7 oo 9

' MJTH poKiB TOMY



Kinorpawmis, MaB  [OBri
HOMU, nonoBaBs Ha
HEeBENNKUX TBapWH,
Hanpuknag, TrpU3YHIB 4u
nTaxiB, XoAWUB MepeBaxXHOo
no 3eMni, ane Bi4 BOPOriB
Mir yTiKaTM Ha [Jepesa.
CnopigHeHnn 3
Pseudaelurus.

Leontoceryx bessarabiae — ManoBigoOMWIN, EAUHUN BUL poay
naHTeponodibHmMx KoOTiB 3i cxigHOI €Bponun. MNMpunyckKaeTbcsa SK
CNOpPiAHEHICTb i3 NaHTepaMun, Tak i 3 MaxanpogoBumun. Xue y
MioueHi (11.6-7.25 Ma).

Miopanthera — piag, wWwo icHyBaB y €Bpasii B
Ni3HbO-CepeaHbOMY W MNi3HbOMY  MioueHi (11.6-9 Ma).
YacTtkoBun ckenet Buay M. lorteti 3HangeHO Ha NiBAEHHOMY

cxodi  ®paHuii. lMonpu Ha3y bGinbwe crnopigHeHi 3
Pseudaelurus.
Styriofelis — BuMepnuin pig poAMHW KOTOBUX, WO XMB Y

mioueHi (20-9.5 Ma) €sponun. MIiCTUTb €AVUHUIN MEBHWUN BUA
Styriofelis turnauensis.

Magerifelis — BuMepnuin pia
POAVMHM KOTOBUX, SKUIA 6yB
onucaHuin 2024 poKy Ha OCHOBI
ceMu ckaM'saHinocren i3
cepeaHboro MioueHy B IcnaHii
Ta ®paHuii (= 16 Ma). Mictutb
€OVHNI NeBHUN BuA Magerifelis
peignei.




Maxaupoaosi
(Machairodontinae)

Amphimachairodus
giganteus — MaxampoaoBuin
KiT, wo xuB 9.5-5.3 Ma.
Hacenas €spony i TypeyuunHy.
Amphimachairodus MaB
AOBXWHY 6/M3bKO 2 MeTpiB i,
MMOBIpPHO, MOJIIOBAB K XMXakK
i3 3acigkn. Moro Horm 6ynm
3aHaATO KOPOTKi, wob BUTpUMaTM TpuBany MOroHt, ane BiH,
weuawe 3a sce, nobpe crpubas.

Homotherium sainzelli —
MaxanpoaoBUIM KiT, WO XUB
4-0.0126 Ma B Adpwuui,
€spaszii, liBHIYHIN AMepuui,
Ha MiBHOUI MNiBoeHHOI
Amepukun. lomoTepin csaras
1.1 M y nnedyax Ta BaxwuB
npnbnusHo 190 kr i, oTxe,
6yB po3MipoM i3 camus nesa.
fomMoTepin MaB  KOPOTLUI
BEepXxHi  ikna, Hi>XK  iHLWI
Maxampoam, Taki K cMinofoH abo MeraHTepeoH, asie BOHU Bce
OAHO 6ynn OOBWKMMKM, HIXK Yy CyYacCHUX KiloK. Pi3ui Ta HWXHI
ikna Homotherium yTBOpIOBann MOTYXHWUW MPUCTPIN ANns
NpoOKONYy Ta 3axonjieHHd, a Woro Benuki ikna 6ynu
3ybyactnmu.

Machairodus — pia
MaxanpoaoBmux KOTIB, Lo
Mewkanu B Adpuui, €Espasii Ta
MiBHIYHIN AMepuuUi HanpUKiHUI
MioueHy. 3arasnom Maxanpoa
6byB CXOXWW Ha Cy4acHOro
nieBa 4u TUrpa, Moro LOBXWHA
CTaHoBMNa 2 MeTpu, a BUCOTa
nneya — npubnmsHo 1 meTp. Maxanpon, MMOBIpHO, NositOBaB
i3 3acigku. Moro Horu 6ynn HaaTO KOPOTKMMY, WO6 BUTpUMATK




TpuBany noroHw, TOMy BiH, wWBuale 3a Bce, aobpe ctpubas i
BMKOPUCTOBYBaB ikna, wob po3pizaTtm ropno ceBoin 3406umui. 3
€sponn onucaHo Taki Buau: M. alberdiae, M. giganteus,
M. latidens, M. schlosseri.

Dinofelis — pip Maxanponosux
KOTiB, WO Mewkann B Adpuui,
€Bpa3zii Ta lNiBHi4YHIN AMepuui 5-1.2
Ma. Po3MipoM ui xuxakm 6ynm 3
noAaibHMM Aiana3zoHOM po3MipiB A0
Panthera. Dinofelis MMOBIpHO
BigdaBaB nepesary nicoBunMm
cepegosuwaM. 3 €Bponn onmcaHo
Bunan D. barlowi ta D. diastemata.

Metailurus — pia
MaxampoaoBux KOTIB, Lo
mMewkanun B Adpuui, €spasii Ta
MiBHiIYHIN AMepuui Big MioueHy
A0 CcepefHboro MJencToueHy

(8.7-0.126 Ma). Ikna
Metailurus  poBWi, HiX Yy
ANMYaCTUX navTep, ane

3HA4YHO KOpOTLUI, Hi>K y
6inbwocTi wabnesybux KoTiB.
HasBHICTb MOAOBXEHUX 3afHiX
KiHLWIBOK CBig4MTb Npo Te, WO Yy HbOro 6ynmM poO3BUHEHI
HaBWYKKN CTpubKa. BHYTpIWIHA CUCTeMaTuUKa poay HeneBHa, 3
€Bponu onmMcaHo NpmMbAN3HO TpU BUAMN.

Stenailurus teilhardi — e€gnHW BUA poay MaxanWpoaoBUX
KOTIiB 3 Mi3HbOro MioueHy Icnadii.

Yoshi Bigomnin 3 wMioueHy (8.7-5.332 Ma) bBankaHCbKOro
nisoctposa Ta Kutat. 3 €Bponu BigoMi BUAW Y. garevskii Ta
Y. minor.

Megantereon — pia
MaxampoaoBux KOTiB, Lo
Mewkanu B Adpwuui, €Bpasii Ta
MiBHiIYHIN AMepuui Big Mi3HbOro
MioueHy no cepeaHbLoro




nnencroueHy  (5.332-0.126 Ma). HaragyBaB  Benumkoro
cyyacHoro sryapa, ane 6ys geuwo Baxuuit. BiH MaB KpeMe3Hi
nepeaHi KiHUiBKM 1 Benuki M'a3un wuni. NoaoBXeHi BepxHi ikna
6ynn 3axuieHi dnaHusMmM Ha HUXHIM weneni. Maca Tina 6yna
90-160 «kr. Monpwu cBin po3mip, MeraHTepeoH, MMoBipHO, 6yB
Mir  nasutm no pgepeBax. 3 €BponM  OMUCaHO BUAMWU:
Megantereon cultridens, Megantereon megantereon.

Paramachaerodus — pig MaxanpogoBux KOTIB, WO MeLKanm
B €Bpasii B nNi3HbOMY MioueHi (15-9 Ma). TBapuHu Manu
BMCOTY B nnedi 611M3bko 58 caHTMMETpIB, CXOXi Ha neonapaa,
ane 3 6inbWw rHy4yku™m TinoM. ®opMa MOro KiHUIBOK CBiAYUTb
npo Te, WO BiH Mir 6yTW CNPUTHUM anbniHICTOM i Mir nonoBaTH
Ha BIAHOCHO Bennky 3806M4. 3 €BponM OMUCAHO BUAMU
P. maximiliani Ta P. orientalis.

Promegantereon
ogygia — €OWHUN BuUA
poay MaxanpoaoBux

KOTiB 3 Mi3HbLOro MioueHy
Icnanii. TBapuHa wMana
BMCOTY B nnedi 6113bKo
58 CaHTUMETpIB, 3a
po3MipoM CX0Xa Ha
naHTepy NAsSMUCTY, ane 3
6inbWw NApPY>XHUM TiNOM.
dopMa Moro KiHUIiBOK
CBiAYnTb NpPO Te, Lo BiH,
MOXNMBO, O6yB CMNPUTHMM anbniHICTOM i Mir nonwBaTM Ha
BiQHOCHO BennkKy 34006M4  3aBASIKM  CBOIM  MOAOBXEHUM,
CNOCHYTUM BEpXHiM iknaM. 3a 30BHIlWHIM BUrNS40M BiH 6yB
AyXe CXO0XWh Ha Paramachairodus, TOMy BOHW 4acTo
BBaXalTbCsl OAHUM i TUM Xe poaoM. OaHak Promegantereon
MaB 6inbl NpUMITUBHY MOPdOOrito.




Kotosi (Felinae sensu /ato)

Pristifelis. llen kit 6yB 3a poO3Mipom
6iNblWKMM HiX CBIMCbKMI KIiT, ane MeHLWUM
3a cepsana. XuB y MioueHi €sponn 7-5
Ma. CkaM’aHinocTti 3HanaeHi B [peduii,
ITanii, MonpoBi. Pia MicTUTb €anHuin BUA
Pristifelis attica, syn. Felis attica.

Dromopanthera leiodon — €AVHWI BUA CYMHIBHOrO poay
KOTiB 3 rpynu naHTep. TBapuHa BigoMa nuvwe 3 HUXHbLOI
wenenn 3 BepxHboMioueHoBUX (= 8 Ma) rpyHTiB [likepMi
(Cpeuis).

Puma pardoides
(eBpasincbka nyma) —
BMMEpPAUN BUA 3 poay nym,
KU y NAencToueHi
(2.1-0.8 Ma) »xuB y €sponi
" A3ii. Puma pardoides 6yna
TaAKOro > PO3Mipy 4uM TPOXMU
6inbwa 3a cy4yacHy nymy. Y
TOM CcaMWMM 4yac y Eaponi
3'9aBMNOCA  KinbkKa  iHWMX
BE/INKUX KilWOK, SKWUM €BpoONencbka nyma, 6e3yMOBHO,
noctynanacs. Cepen Hux 6ynu Panthera gombaszoegensis i
BenukKi Wwabnesybi kot Megantereon i Homotherium.

Acinonyx pardinensis
(riraHTCbKKNM renapa)
(ManwHOK Yy MNOPIBHAHHI 3
Cy4yaCHMM renapaoMm) >XuB
npnébnusHo Bia 3,8 4o
1,9 Ma vy T[liBHi4HIN Adpuui
Ta €Bpasil. Maca
rir@aHTCbKOro renapga
ctaHoBuna = 80 Kr.




Panthera gombaszoegensis
(BiaOMUI 9K €EBPOMENCHKUN
aryap) »xus npubnusHo 1,5
Ma, i € Haubinbw paHHIM
BiAOMUM BMAOM poay
Panthera 3 €sponu. BuKonHi
pewTkn, 6ynm  cnoyaTtky
3HanpeHi B Itanii, AHrAIi,
HimeuuuHi, Icnanii, ®paHuii,
HinepnaHgax. bys Baroto Big 70 go 210 «r.

Panthera spelaea
(neyepHUmn nes) XXUB
600-13 Tuc. pokie TOMY.
Bucota B nneyax 6yna
npubnusHo 1.2 M, a Tino
3aBaoBxkm 2.1 ™. Camui
Baxxunun Big 250 go 320 «r,
a caMmku, 6inbw Api6Hi,
Manmxe 175 kr. FonosHow 3406n44to Moro 6ynm 6i30HU, ONeHi,
KOHi. lMonpu Ha3By BiH XWB Yy ne4yepi xiba wWo B3UMKY, W06
3aXMCTUTUCS Bi4 xXonoay.

Panthera fossilis
(Mocbaxcbkum nes) —
BMMepna Be/uKa KilKa
paHHbOro Ta CepeaHboro
nnencroueHy Adpukn Ta
€spaszii. Ua naHTepa Mana
OOBXWHY r0s0BM W Tina Ao
2.4 meTpa.

Lynx issiodorensis (icyapcbka
puUCb) € BWUMEpPSIUM BUAOM PWUCI,
AKWIA HacensiB €Bpony B enoxy
Mi3HbOro naioueHy 4o
NAencToueHy, i, MOXIMBO, BUHUK
B Adpuui B Mi3HbOMY MiOLEHI.
MMoBipHO, UuUS pucb BUMepna




HaMNpPUKIiHLi OCTaHHbLOrO SIbOAOBUKOBOrO nepiofy. i 3a3sBuuaii
BBaXaloTb MNpeaKOM YCiX 4OoTUPbLOX BUAIB pUCI, WO XUBYTb
CbOroAHi.

Felis wenzensis onucaHMM Ha OCHOBI CKaM'sHinocten i3
nnioyeHosoro (4.2-3.4 Ma) w™icus 3HaxoaxeHHs Weze 1 y
Monbwi. Bwua Bigpi3HAETLCS Big 6nu3bkocnopigHeHuX Felis
lunensis i Felis silvestris 6inblwunMn 3ybamn.

Felis lunensis xuB y €Bponi npubnmsHo 2.5 MinbNOHIB pokKiB
TOMYy. [ONOTUMNOM € NpaBa HWXHS Wenena, 3HanaeHa B Itanii.
Felis lunensis 6yB TpoXxu 6iNblWKNNA 3@ Cy4aCHOro XaTHbOro KOTa
M BiApi3HSABCA XapakTepucTtnkamm 3y6is.



Wild cats of Europe

There were many more species of wild cats in prehistoric
times than now. I offer a brief overview of cats (Felidae) that
lived in Europe in the period from the origin of the family in
the Oligocene (= 30 million years ago) to the late Pleistocene
( 12.6 thousand years ago). At least 38 European fossil
species have been described, as opposed to the modern 3.

Proailurus (with three species: P. bourbonnensis,
P. lemanensis, P. major) lived = 28 Ma (Late Oligocene —
Early Miocene) in Europe. It is considered the first real cat,
which was the ancestor of all later cats. Proailurus was a
small animal weighing about 9 kg. It had a long tail, large
eyes, sharp claws and teeth, the proportions of which
resembled those of modern Viverridae. Lived on trees.

Pseudaelurus lived in Europe and Turkey in the Miocene,
16-7 Ma. The animal had slender proportions, the paws were
short; flexible body helped to climb trees. The genus includes
only three species identified in Europe and Asia, in particular
the species tP. quadridentatus known from Europe.

Leptofelis vallesiensis is a monotypic species that lived in
open forests during the Miocene (9.5 Ma). Weighed from 7 to
9 kilograms, had long legs, hunted small animals, for
example, rodents or birds, walked mainly on the ground, but
could escape from enemies to trees. Related to Pseudaelurus.

Leontoceryx bessarabiae is a little-known, monotypic
species of panther-like cats from Eastern Europe. He lived in
the Miocene (11.6-7.25 Ma).

Miopanthera existed in Eurasia in the late-middle and late
Miocene (11.6-9 Ma). A partial skeleton of the species M.
lorteti was found in southeastern France. Despite the name,
they are more closely related to Pseudaelurus.



Styriofelis is an extinct genus of the cat family that lived in
the Miocene (20-9.5 Ma) of Europe. Contains the only known
species Styriofelis turnauensis.

Magerifelis is an extinct genus of the cat family that was
described in 2024 based on seven fossils from the Middle
Miocene of Spain and France (& 16 Ma). Contains the only
certain species Magerifelis peignei.



Machairodontinae

Amphimachairodus giganteus lived 9.5-5.3 Ma. Inhabited
Europe and Turkey. Amphimachairodus was about 2 meters
long and probably hunted as an ambush predator; as its legs
were too short to sustain a long chase.

Homotherium sainzelli lived 4-0.012 Ma in Africa, Eurasia,
North America, and northern South America. Homotherium
was 1.1 m tall at the shoulder and weighed approximately
190 kg. Homotherium had shorter upper canines than other
mahairoids such as Smilodon or Megantereon, but they were
still longer than those of modern cats. The incisors and lower
canines of Homotherium formed a powerful device for
piercing and grasping, and its large canines were serrated.

Machairodus is a genus of cats that lived in Africa, Eurasia
and North America at the end of the Miocene. In general,
Machairodus was similar to a modern lion or tiger, with a
length of 2 meters and a shoulder height of about 1 meter.
Machairodus probably hunted from an ambush. Its legs were
too short to sustain a long chase, so it likely jumped well and
used its fangs to slit the throats of its prey. The following
species have been described from Europe: M. alberdiae,
M. giganteus, M. latidens, M. schlosseri.

Dinofelis is a genus of big cats that lived in Africa, Eurasia
and North America 5-1.2 Ma. In size, these predators were in
a similar size range to Panthera. Dinofelis probably preferred
forest environments. The species D. barlowi and
D. diastemata have been described from Europe.

Metailurus is a genus of big cats that lived in Africa, Eurasia,
and North America from the Miocene to the Middle Pleistocene
(8.7-0.126 Ma). Metailurus' canine tooth are longer than
those of Neofelis, but significantly shorter than those of most
saber-toothed cats. The presence of elongated hind limbs
indicates that he had developed jumping skills. The internal
taxonomy of the genus is uncertain, approximately three
species have been described from Europe.



Felinae sensu lato

Pristifelis. This cat was larger than a domestic cat, but
smaller than a serval. Lived in the Miocene of Europe 7-5 Ma.
Fossils were found in Greece, Italy, Moldova. The genus
contains a single species, Pristifelis attica, syn. Felis attica.

Dromopanthera leiodon is the only species of a dubious
genus of cats from the panther group. The animal is known
only from the lower jaw from the Upper Miocene (= 8 Ma)
soils of Pikermi (Greece).

Puma pardoides (Eurasian puma) is an extinct species of
puma that lived in Europe and Asia in the Pleistocene
(2.1-0.8 Ma). Puma pardoides was the same size or slightly
larger than the modern puma. At the same time, several
other big cats appeared in Europe, to which the European
puma was certainly inferior. Among them were Panthera
gombaszoegensis and the Ilarge saber-toothed cats
Megantereon and Homotherium.

Acinonyx pardinensis (giant cheetah) lived from about 3.8 to
1.9 Ma in North Africa and Eurasia. The mass of the giant
cheetah was = 80 kg.

Panthera gombaszoegensis (known as the European jaguar)
lived about 1.5 Ma, and is the earliest known species of the
genus Panthera from Europe. Fossil remains were originally
found in Italy, England, Germany, Spain, France, and the
Netherlands. He weighed from 70 to 210 kg.

Panthera spelaea (cave lion) lived 600-13 thousand years
ago. The height at the shoulders was about 1.2 m, and the
body was 2.1 m long. Males weighed from 250 to 320 kg, and
females, smaller, almost 175 kg. His main prey were bison,
deer, and horses. Despite the name, he lived in a cave except
in winter to protect himself from the cold.



Panthera fossilis (Mosbach lion) is an extinct big cat of the
Early and Middle Pleistocene of Africa and Eurasia. This
panther had a head and body length of up to 2.4 meters.

Lynx jssiodorensis is an extinct species of lynx that inhabited
Europe during the late Pliocene to Pleistocene epoch, and may
have originated in Africa in the late Pliocene. This lynx
probably died out at the end of the last ice age. It is generally
considered the ancestor of all four species of lynx living today.

Felis wenzensis is described on the basis of fossils from the
Pliocene (4.2-3.4 Ma) locality of Weze 1 in Poland. The
species differs from the closely related Felis lunensis and Felis
silvestris by larger teeth.

Felis |unensis lived in Europe about 2.5 million years ago.
The holotype is a right mandible found in Italy. Felis lunensis
was slightly larger than the modern domestic cat and had
distinctive teeth.



